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Book Reviews 179 
volume has much to offer those interested in understanding the staggering 
human and environmental costs involved in the industrial world's insatiable 
appetite for energy. Adolph M. Greenberg, Miami University, Ox$ord Ohw. 
Atlas of American Indian Mairs. Francis Paul Prucha. Lincoln: University 
of Nebraska Press, 1990. ix + 191 pages. Maps, notes and references. Cloth 
$47.50 (ISBN 0-8032-3689-1). 
Anyone who has seriously studied United States-American Indian 
relations will be familiar with the work of Francis Paul Prucha. Perhaps 
the foremost scholar in this area, Prucha has published more than 20 
books over the course of three decades, including the definitive synthesis 
of Federal Indian policy, The Great Father, which appeared in 1984 
(Lincoln: University of Nebraska Press). Less well known is Prucha's 
abiding interest in maps. In the preface to his new book, an Atlas of 
American Indian Anairs, Prucha admits that he has "long been fascinated 
by graphic display of statistical data, especially the presentation of 
geographical relationships on maps". Over the years, for his own use, he 
has mapped data on Indian populations, cessions, agencies, schools, and so 
on. Now, with the publication of these black and white maps, Prucha has 
provided scholars with an invaluable cartographic reference to Indian 
affairs, both past and present. 
The atlas is organized into ten sections. Each section has a brief 
introduction, and the sources and statistics for each map are explicated in 
depth in a "Notes and References" section at the end of the book. The 
brief first section deals with culture and tribal areas. It is good to see his 
inclusion of the Indian Claims Commission's map of "Land Areas Judicially 
Established" in this section, along with more traditional regionalizations. 
This is followed by a series of 13 maps showing Indian population by states 
from 1890 to 1980 and urban Indian population from 1%0 to 1980. In the 
third section Prucha draws from Royce's Indian Land Cessions in the 
United States (1899, Eighteenth Annual Report of the Bureau of American 
Ethnology) and Hilliard's 1972 map "Indian Land Cessions," (Annals of the 
Association ofAmerican Geographers 62 (2)) to chart the reduction of the 
Indians' land base through cessions. Detailed maps of individual tribal 
cessions (for example, the Blackfeet and Teton Sioux cessions) are also 
included. The reservations, the remnants of Indian lands, are the subject 
of the fourth section. Of particular interest here is a series of regional 
maps showing, by nested proportionate squares, the percentage of each 
reservation's population which is actually Indian. Section five, showing the 
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locations of Indian agencies, schools, and hospitals (including recent data 
for 1988 and 1989), is followed by specific studies of Oklahoma (section 
4) and Alaska (section 7). The Alaska section includes a useful map and 
statistical table detailing the locations and populations of each native 
village and regional corporation in 1980. In section eight there is a lengthy 
series of maps showing the army's interaction with the Indians. Section 
nine, as the title "Aspects of the Indian Frontier" suggests, is a catch-all set 
of maps displaying such matters as Indian removal and military encounters. 
The tenth and final section reproduces maps of the cartographer, Rafael 
Palacios, which originally accompanied Ralph Andrist's (1%4) The Long 
Death (New York: McMillan). Visually, these are the most interesting 
maps in the atlas, but they are more limited in content than Prucha's 
maps, and have the effect of an afterthought. 
As would be expected from Prucha, the maps and accompanying notes 
are meticulously researched and accurate. One exception is that persistent 
error, the placement of the Upper Missouri Agency on the east side of the 
Missouri, near the present town of Council Bluffs, instead of on the west 
side of the river at Bellevue (Map 47). It must be said, however, that the 
actual cartography leaves much to be desired. Many maps lack a scale, the 
lettering is often over-bold, the heavy black proportionate circles assault 
the eye, and the vertical bar-graphs used to show urban Indian populations 
give these otherwise bare maps the appearance of a cut-over forest. The 
use of Erwin Raisz' famous base for the section on the army provides good 
local detail, but results in a cluttered appearance. These are small 
complaints, however. After all, Prucha is a historian, not a cartographer, 
and he does succeed in synthesizing a vast array of information on maps 
in this extremely useful book. David J. Wishart, Department of Geography, 
University of Nebraska. 
Watering the Valley: Development along the High Plains Arkansas River, 
1870-1950. James Earl Sherow. Lawrence, KS: University Press of Kansas, 
1990. x + 222 pp. Maps, photos, and references. $29.95 cloth (ISBN O- 
7006-0440-5). 
Sherow is an environmental historian, one of an active group of 
scholars who have begun to assess Western development from a larger 
perspective than simple economic progress. He presents here an intelligent 
history and critique of water use in the upper Arkansas basin between 
Pueblo, Colorado, and Garden City, Kansas. In the years before 1950, 
developers never acknowledged water's place in the natural environment. 
